Intravenous dezocine for postoperative pain: a double-blind, placebo-controlled comparison with morphine.
Dezocine, a new mixed agonist-antagonist opioid analgesic, and morphine were compared in a double-blind study in 206 patients with postoperative pain. The analgesic efficacy of single intravenous injections of dezocine (2.5, 5.0, and 10.0 mg), morphine (5.0 mg), and placebo was assessed by verbal and visual scales at regular intervals for six hours after administration. All active treatments provided greater pain relief than placebo. Pain relief with dezocine 5 and 10 mg was significantly greater (P less than .05) than with placebo for up to four and five hours, respectively, and with morphine up to one hour. Pain relief scores were significantly higher (P less than .05) with morphine than with placebo at all observations except that of the fifth hour, and higher with dezocine 2.5 mg than with placebo for the first 30 minutes. Doses of 5 and 10 mg of dezocine produced approximately the same peak analgesic effect, with the larger dose having a longer duration of effect. All active treatments produced mild to moderate sedation. Side effects were few and mild or moderate with all of the treatments. The physician's and the patients' evaluations favored dezocine in a dose-dependent order, with morphine 5 mg rated lower than dezocine 5 mg and higher than dezocine 2.5 mg.